


THiS BOOK iS PART OF THE PROJECT "POST-SOCIALIST BRITAIN?
MEMORY, REPRENTATION AND POLITiCAL iDENTITY AMONGST
GERMAN, POLiSH AND UKRAINiAN iNHIGRANTS iN THE UK" WHICH
EXAMINES HOW MiGRATION iMPACTS THE RELATIONSHiP
BETWEEN COLLECTIVE MEMORY AND POLITiCAL iDENTITY.

THE PROJECT 1S FUNDED BY THE ARTS
AND HUNMANITIES RESEARCH COUNCIL.

THiS BOOK iS ALL ABOUT STORIES OF THE POLiSH PEOPLE
WHO MOVED TO THE UK, AND iT’S SPLIiT UP iNTO EiGHT
CHAPTERS THAT FOCUS ON DiFFERENT PARTS OF THEIR LiVES.
ITAiMS TO PROVIDE iNSIGHT iNTO THEIR EXPERIENCES
AND CHALLENGES, ANDTOINSPiRE EMPATHY AND

UNDERSTANDING OF THE DiVERSE STORIES OF
HIGRANTS AROUND THE WORLD.

THE ILLUSTRATIONS ARE MAINLY iNSPiRED BY iNAGES
TAKEN BY THE PARTIiCiPANTS INTHE CENTRAL
EUROPEAN PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB, A SERIES OF
WORKSHOPS THAT TOOK PLACE IN WEST
BROMWICH AND HYSON GREEN
AS PART OF THE PROJECT.



THE FIRST CHAPTER iS CALLED 'HELLOS" AND iT iS ABOUT MOVING TO
THE UK AND LEAYiNG PAST LIFE BEHIND, THE FIEST INTERACTIONS AND
iMPRESSIONS THAT POLISH PEOPLE HAD WHEN THEY CAME HERE.

THE SECOND CHAPTER,"FAMiLiAR-UNFAMILiAR" ILLUSTRATES THE

CULTURE SHOCKS OF POLISH HIGRANTS iN THE UK, EXPLORING
THE DFFERENCES AND SIMILARITIES BETWEEN POLISH AND BRITiSH CULTURE.

THE THIRD CHAPTER,"WELCOME-UNNELCOME IS FOCUSED ON THE

EXPERIENCES OF POLiSH MIGRANTS IN THE UK, THAT MADE THEN
FEEL EiTHER WELCOME OR VNNELCOMNE. iT EXAMINES HOW

POSITiVE AND NEGATiVE EXPERIENCES OF LiFE iN THE UK PLAY A
ROLE iN SHAPING NIGRANTS' SENSE OF BELONGiNG OR LACK THEREOF.
THE FOURTH CHAPTER,"MY HiSTORY , REPRESENTS
THE PERSONAL STORIES OF POLISH HIGRANTS.
THE FiFTH CHAPTER,"FAMILY", DELVES iNTO THE EHOTIONAL
JOURNEY OF BUILDiNG A NEN LiFE iN THE UK BUT ALSO
TRYiNG TO HANTAIN CONNECTIONS WiTH FAMILY AND

TRADITIONS FROM BACK HOME, SUCH AS THOSE
RELATED TO CHRiSTMAS AND EASTER.

THE SiXTH CHAPTER," JOURNEYS" EXPLORES THE DiFFERENT
ASPECTS OF THE JOURNEY THAT POLISH MIGRANTS
UNDERTOOK WHEN MOViNG TO THE UK OR JOURNEYS
THAT THEY HAVE UNDERTAKEN HERE.

THE SEVENTH CHAPTER,"BELONGING", EXPLORES THE CONCEPT
OF BELONGING AND THE STRUGGLE TO FiND
A SENSE OF HOME iN A FOREIGN LAND.

THE EiGHTH CHAPTER, "COMMUNITY iS A REFLECTION ON THE
RELATIONSHiPS THAT MiGRANTS iN THE UK BUILT NiTH
EACH OTHER. I T EXPLORES THE WAYS iN WHICH PEOPLE
CREATE SENSE OF COMMUNITY AND FORM BONDS THAT
HELP THEM THRIiVE iN THEiR NEW ENVIRONMENT.



THE BOOK EMPLOYS DIFFERENT iLLUSTRATIVE VOICES TO
REPRESENT THE DIVERSE RANGE OF EXPERIENCES SHARED
BY THE POLiSH MIGRANTS iN THE PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOPS.
EACH PERSON'S STORY iS ACCOMPANIED BY AN INDiVIDUAL
ViSUAL LANGUAGE WiTH MAGDA'S* STORY FEATURING
POLiSH WORDS AND THEIR ENGLiSH TRANSLAT{ONS iN
LOWERCASE LETTERS, KAROL'S STORY FEATURING
iLLUSTRATIONS OF THE CiTY AND TRANSPORT,
' OLIWIR'S STORY FEATURING QUOTES iN ENGLISH
iN UPPERCASE LETTERS AND THE BLUE BACKGRQUNDS,
AND ALEKSANDER'S AND ZUZANNA'S STORY FEATURING
BLACK UPPERCASE LETTERSONWHITE

BACKGRQUNDS OR ELEMENTS.
SOME iNTERPRETATIONS OF THE STORIES ARE

MY PERSONAL ONES AND THEY ARE PRESENTED
WiTH THEiR OWN DIFFERENT ViSUAL LANGUAGES.

*ALL NAMES ARE PSEUDONYMS
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2.FAMILIAR-UNFAMILIAR.
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3.WELCOME-UNWELCOME.
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It MY HiSTORY.
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5.FANILY.
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6.JOURNEYS.
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7.BELONGING.
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8.COMMUNITY.
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